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- Publithed at the Requett of the SOCIETY 


Ordered, 


That the Thanks of the Governors of the City of Lonpon 
Lyinc-1n HospiraLt ror MARRIED WomMEN, AT SHAFTESBURY- 
Hovusz, in ALDERSGATE-STREET, be 2’ <n to the Reverend 
Dr. GREGORY SHARPE, for the excellent Sermon by 
him preached this 16th of May 1759, at the Parifh Church of 
St. ANDREW, Horporn; and that he be defired to print the fame. 


By Order of the Prefident, 


F. Nix, Secretary. 


TO 


JOHN THORNTON, Bhs 
Pirie aD UR ING PF, 


Sir James Hopces, Kant. 


Mr. Deputy Richarp Motineux, Vice-Prefidents, 
GEORGE Narier, E{q; 
avig 


The Hon. THOMAS HARLEY, Eta; Tuescorsil 


THES T EWA RDS, 
And the reft of the GoverRNors and CoNTRIBUTORS 
TO THES 


CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOSPITAL, 


THIS 


Bl RN a One Ne 
Preached and Publifhed at their Requeft, 

Is Dedicated by ae 

Their moft Obedient, ; 


Humble Servant, 


GREGORY SHARPE, 
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ROMANS xT. 8, 


LOVE ONE ANOTHER, FOR HE THAT LOVETH ANOTHER HATH FUL- 
FILLED THE LAW. 


a 2) of all moral duties, is neceflary and eternal ; no powers 
Weowi a in heaven or on earth can diffolve it ; for without 
OMe 69} works of. piety and goodnefs, juftice and humanity, it 
SSSA is impoflible to procure. the tier pleafure of the “ahd 
or the well-being of the other. 


To reform the world, and make men better as well as more know- 
ing, is the intent and purpofe of our holy religion, calling us to 
repentance, and ‘‘ teaching us that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
** we fhould live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world.* ” 


Not to deviate from the ways of wifdom, which are ‘ the ways of 


** pleafantnefs and the paths of peace,+” nor to releafe men from the 
ftricett engagements to morality; as if, by Faith alone, unattended 


* Titus ii, 12. 
+ Prov. iii, 17> 


: PERS TT: 

with fruitful works, men might be juftified in the fight of ‘God: The 
confequence of which doétrine is, that the weightier matters of the 
law would by moft be neglected, and finners find too much encou- 
ragement in the practice of Vice here, if Faith without moral Righ- 
teoufnefs is to fave them hereafter *. 


‘Sr. Paut, it is-true, afferts that “a man is juftified without the 
'  “ deeds of the Law;” but by ‘* the Law” in that place he evident-. 
ly means the judaical law, or ceremonious cuftoms peculiar to the. 
Jews, and not the law of nature, which was the original, all-com- 
prehenfive Law of God. For that equally felfith and perverfe people: 
would allow of no favor, no redemption due to the Gentiles, becaufe. 
they were not ‘‘ under the law of Circumcifion”: St. Paul there- 
fore, in the verfe immediately following, afks, ‘‘ Is he the God of the 
“¢ Jews only ?. is he not alfo of the Gentiles?” to which he anfwers,. 
“* Yes, of the Gentiles alfo; feeing it is one God, which fhall juttify- 
“« the circumcifion ‘by faith, and uncircumcifion through faith.” -F 


el te ne _ = 


_ Tus. isnot the only contempt of wirtue men have mixed with: 
their notions of the Gafpel ;. for whilft ome believe not the abfolute 
neceflity of moral righteoufnefs,andsyet lead a virtuous life, others. 


* It is not the author’s defign to infinuate, that man has any claim to eternal life in: 
confequence of his actions only. He has no claim to life, much lefs to eternal life.. 
If, indeed, :man had not’fallen, iif he shad tbeen-abfolutely , perfect in his obetlience, ac- 
cording to the firft Law impofed upon him, he could not have incurred the divine dif-- 
pleafure, he ‘could not have been an. obje&t of punifhment, ‘he would have'been happy~ 
for ever, Butche failed, and it muftcbe confefled-that all have finned, and come fhort of 
the Glory-of God. Rom. iii. 23. The wages of Sin is Death.. Rom, vi. 23. The 
Jaw -condemns, ‘and fentence jis ‘to be ‘pronounced’: ‘Mercy flows -from the Sovereign 5: 
God.is gracious to his fallen creature man; and, threugh -the .one Mediator between: 
God and man, promifes forgivenefs of fin: He enters into a-new covenant, whereby 
man is ‘to be -juftified, -confidered as. juft and ‘holy; ‘but then he-is to perform’ his -part,. 
and:in .confequence.of his faith, to be;good and’ merciful; a doer.as well.as ashearer of 
the word; “ for not the hearers of the law are juft before God, but the doers of the. 
*< law fhall be juftified. Rom. xi, 13...) James i122 


+ Rom, iii 28—30, 
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there are who think it not only reconcileable with, but of fervice to 
religion and the fcriptures, to rejeét humanity, and put in practice al- — 
moft every fpecies of cruelty, every inftrument of torture. Chrifti- 
nity is not much obliged to either of thefe parties; but the laft is 
farely an abomination to the Lord. 


So directly oppofite is this to the rules delivered in {cripture, and 
to. the examples -of Chrift and his apoftles, that one might juftly — 
wonder, how it ever could enter into the heart of man to conceive 
fo firange an opinion, did not common. experience convince us, that 
‘men do not always fpeak according to-{cripture, but force {cripture to 
fpeak agreeable to ‘their vain purpofes, and to teach what it never in- 
tended: ‘Would men faithfully report the words of our Lord, and 
notinjurioufly blend them with human inventions, the caufe of .Chrift 
‘would ‘foon ‘become, what “it ‘really is, the caufe of the whole world, 
‘and infidelity lofe its only fupport. ‘“* But there fhall, fays St. Peter, 
** be falfe teachers, and ‘many fhall' follow their pernicious ways, by 
*€ reafon of whom, the way of truth ‘hall be evil {poken of.” * Of | 
‘fences will arife, whilft fome declare moral duties 'to be difpenfible or 
‘unneceflary, and others imagine great. merits to refult from the hotteft 
‘perfecution of men ‘on account of ‘matters of mere belief or {pecula- 
tion. But know ye, that “ all the law is fulfilled in one word, even 
“© in this, thou fhalt love thy neighbour-as thyfelf.” 4 


aa Farrn ‘is indeed ‘neceffary ‘to the character of a Chriftian, and ail 
| ‘men that have opportunities of ‘knowing the truth are obliged to be- 
lieve in Jefus, who was the _finifber as well as the ‘author of our — 
‘Faith : but without works of Charity and Love, ‘all F aith ig dead’; 
“hich works alone can teftify “‘ what manner of fpirit we are of:” — 


“*® “Peter ii. ‘1. 


+ Galat. Ve TA. ” A . : : i 
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‘And would men but. oblivé: and Teche the precepts of Chrift; foon 
would a belief ‘in his perfon and divine commiflion enfue. +> 


Bur let a man believe in all things, and extend his: faith even to 


the removal of mountains; let his zeal for religion be boundlefs, and 
his averfion to infidels never fo great; if he wants humanity, if he 


has not charity, they will profit-him nothing: his enmity becomes 
cruel, his zeal blind and intemperate, and his ,fazth deftitute of thofe 
** fruits of the {pirit, which are love » joys peace, ys age gen- 
** tlenefs, goodnefs, meeknefs'and temperance. Oa 


TueEse, when extended to all men, condbinite the character ‘of a 
true Chriftian-believer, and are properly called univerfal good-will. or 


‘benevolence. The ‘reafonablenefs and neceflity of which virtue I 
fhall, in this difcourfe, endeavour to fhew;:from the conftitution of 


man, and the moral fitnefs of things, the nature: of-fociety, the: hap- 


‘pinefs of individuals, the commands of Chrift, and the eRaripie 


of God. . 


PHILANTHROPY, or the love of .men,,is. not he ty eouton 


alone, but the make or “natural difpofition of man, and a vatt variety 


of peculiar motives in the gofpel, render the obligation to this duty 
more extenfive and of greater force. The evidence from truth itfelf 
for univerfal love is indifputable, is obvious to men of the loweft ca- 
‘pacity, and has the ftricteft right to a perpetual obedience. This re- 
fults from the relations we bear to each other as focial creatures, not 
formed for folitary lives, nor made to be independent one of another ; 
for our intereft is united, and the welfare of fome depends on the 
happinefs of others: we are not all endued with equal gifts and abi- 
lities, but ftand in need of mutual aid and affiftance. 


* Galat. v. 22, 23. 
Even 


ot alae 2 .oaiiteiii 4 tdi 
soe ‘ ee 


Bae | 
Even felfifhnefs, the reverfe of fincere benevolence, often occafions 
mutual acts of kindnefs; for the moft felfifh with well to fuch as 
are willing and have the power to ferve them, and do what they call 
good, in hopes of a more beneficial return. This may be the caufe 


of fome little partial good ‘in the world, by exciting the goodnefs or 
generofity of another; but, in the firft inftance; has fo little to do with 
‘brotherly love; that it begins and ends in felf-love ‘only ;- and the 


fame fordid principle that leads them to communicate good to thofe 
only from whom they expect more beneficial returns, will not only 
reftrain them from ferving any other perfon, but often induce them to 
perpetrate any acts of violence or injuftice, fo as they can be done 


with impunity, for the fame fordid confideration. 


Ir is true, there is an innate defire in us to promote and increafe 
our own happinefs ; and fo. far as it is innocent, it is allowable: but 


when we fet falfe colours and pretences upon it, and fludy to circum- 


vent, when we would be thought to ferve and oblige, the ferpent 
enters, and the dove takes its flight. 


-Trutu is, or ought to be, the fovereign of the foul and all. its 
powers, and fhould maintain an awful fupremacy over all our appe- 
tites and paflions—And to render our obedience more eafy, and even 
more pleafant to ourfelves, as well as to convince us by our own 
fenfation, that univerfal benevolence is the moral chain which holds 
the world together, God hath alfo implanted in us a tender concern for 
others, and by the reciprocal fluctuations of pain and pleafure, dif- 
pofed us to find the fublimeit of our gratifications in the affiftance of 


our fellow-creatures. 


Hence humanity derives its name: hence it forces itfelf upon us: 
and even the vicious themfelves not only find it difficult to refift and 
fubdue 
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ces 
fubdue its ftimulations, but when they fucceed in the conflict, are 
inwardly afhamed of their own victory. 


Even our very inftinéts, filial and parental, have fomething both 
captivating and meritorious in them ; and we hardly wonder, that he 
who is deaf to the call of nature, fhould alfo be deaf to the call of God. 
Thus thefe general and kind difpofitions are both a fecond argument 


for, and an additional motive to, univerfal benevolence: The third is 


proper to fuch alone as enjoy the benefits of: Chrift’s appearance upon 


earth. 


Nor reafon, not affection only, but obedience to him whofe name 
we bear, enforces this great and neceflary precept, love all men. 
He hath left us laws which chiefly tend to promote univerfal love and 
kindnefs: he hath annexed to them the moft powerful and prevail 
ing fanctions, immortal happinefs for them that obey, but inexpreffible 


_ mifery for the fons of difobedience: he hath united us into one body, 
-of which body he himfelf is our head, that we, being members one 
of another, may exercife mutual love in imitation of him, who laid 


down his life for all ; and greater love than this we know hath no 
man *:; he hath given us a common name, that we may be one com- 
munity: he hath inftituted baptifm and the Lord’s Supper as memo= 
tials, not only of his death, but of our faith and duty, as proper 
means to promote virtue and benevolence ; that in all things we may 


_ ac as becomes the followers of him who was the great patron and 


example of Chriftian Charity. 


THESE are motives to excite in us a general good=will, which the 


_ Gofpel alone affords us; and when united with the other reafons for 
_ benevolence, and added to the natural difpofition of men, renders in~ 
| humanity or uncharitablenefs a moft horrid and inexcusable offence. 


* John xv, 13. 


bie 7 
Eacu of thefe arguments I fhall now more fully explain; taking 
leave, however, to make this one obfervation by the way, that if 
men perfecute their fellow-creatures, be it to promote what they may 
eall Chriftianity, though they may bear the name of Chriftians, they 
are ftrangersto the religion of Jefus. 


Sucu is the nature of our imperfect frame, that without affections, 
in many duties, in many offices, men would be fupine and negligent, | 
The full-blown powers of reafon burft not forth at once with our 
beings, but are acquired and improved by induftry and labour: a child, 
from this faculty alone, could not adequately perceive its duty, and 
fome there are, who continue to be children, with refpe& to reafon, 
fo long as they live. , 


To affift us therefore in this obfcure and dubious ftate, to point 
out natural evils, and their oppofite pleafures, to incite to feveral 
offices and virtuous actions, God hath been-pleafed to join the .addi- 
tional force of paflions to reafon, that the one might provoke -us to 
ac where the other.could not dire@t, and make us diligent, when we - 
fhould be very flothful and remifs without them. 


Or all thefe aids or incitements, Chriftian charity or univerfal love: 
feems to be the moft generous and powerful, for its influence is not 
confined to,the breaft it inhabits, but extends to every living thing. . 
Man, as before obferyed, loves not himfelf alone, unlefs by a ftrange 
abufe of his nature, but delights in the good of his fellow-creatures, . 
and to the utmoft of his abilities is willing to promote their happi-- 
mefs: Kor “ Love” or ‘ Charity worketh no ill to.his neighbour; * 
‘* Charity fuffereth long and .is.kind; Charity ,envieth mot; Charity 
© vaunteth not .itfelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itfelf up- 
“** {eemly, feeketh not her -own, .is. not -eafily proveked, thinkseth no 


* Rom; xill, 10. 
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* evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth all 
“ things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
** things. *” | 


REAson directs us to love our. neighbours and the reft of man- 
kind, but then it receives confiderable ftrength from thefe natural 
affeGtions: thus few can fee, or hear, or read of the deep diftrefles 
of unfortunate men without tears; and from a compaffion, peculiar to 
the human fpecies, and natural to all minds that are not grofly vitiate 
and depraved, with they had met with more happinefs or a quick re- 
lief. ‘This humane difpofition extends itfelf to perfons in all places 
and of every age; for we cannot chufe or fail to be affected at the 
recital of the miferies good and gallant men, who: lived before us and 
in other parts of the world, may have endured, no more than we 
can avoid pity for our neareft neighbour in immediate diftrefs. 


ANOTHER argument, to convince us how natural this calm and 
univerfal benevolence is to men, may be deduced from the defires we 
all have for friendfhip and fociety. Leta man fuppofe himfelf in the 
unhappy circumflances of the Pfalmift, thus expreffed in the 18th 
verfe of the 88th Pfalm— ‘ My lovers and friends, haft thou put away 
“ from me, and hid mine acquaintance out of my fight?” Let 
‘a man imagine himfelf in a folitary place, removed far from the fight 


of his own fpecies, and he will immediately lament his folitude, feel — 


within himfelf a high efteem and love for his fellow-creatures, with 
the friendfhip of fome, the happinefs of ane 


Anp here I cannot but obferve, he will not then think that mankind 
“were originally in a ftate of war one ‘with another ; that envy, rage, 
_ and malice reigned in the purer ages of the world, or that it is natural 
_ for men to deftroy one another, which fome hardy writers have af- 


* 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6, 7. 


[Iom BD | 
ferted, chufing,:as it feems, to-derive; the’ characteriftic’ of man from 
« the moft barbarous and. felfifh: of: the f{pecies, though to the difpa- 
ragement, of themfelves; for no man would afcribe that quality or 


appetite to another which he didnot firft feel in himfelf: fo that in 
reality they ftamp their. own characters on mankind. 


But to return: The benefits of a benevolent affection to the world 
are evident from the ftrenuous oppofition it. makes to every vice, and 
the calm ftate of mind it affords him that it dwells in. Thus Efau; 
though rough by nature, and provoked by Jacob, yet ‘‘-ran to meet 
‘* him, and embraced him, and fell on his. neck, and kiffed him, and 
they wept.*”. It muft indeed be. difficult for the good man, who 

_ cherifhes this kind affeGtion, to envy another’s happinefs, to hate his 
neighbour, or to pant for revenge; clemency, kindnefs, and humanity, 
are the inhabitants of his bofom, and where thofe refide, all the 
brutal paffions are ‘exiled. And thus, even in this, is all the law 
fulfilled, ‘ thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.” 


Havine confidered the natural difpofition or tendency of the un- 
corrupted man to love his neighbour, I now proceed to confider’ the 
more abftracéted reafons for this duty, and ‘thence to fhew how grofs . 
a crime habitual ae certainly is. 


| To. imitate God, in all things we -are able, is not only moft . 
highly rational and jut; but the fublimeft of all moral duties: and 
as the whole direction of providence is for the good of its creatures, 
fo the communicating happinefs to the full extent of our power, is 
the neareft approach that man can make to the Divinity.. In. the pa- 
thetic language of St: John, God is. ftiled Love itfelf +; whence we 
may take leave to fay, univerfal benevolence is the facrifice. he takes 


: | : * Gen, Xxxill. 4. 
| + John iy. 8. 
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moft pleafure’in, and is what in a» mote peculiar manner: indicates: 
the child of God..: In a word, he hath given us a-difpofition to be- 
nevolénce, hath fet before’ us, in the works of creation and providence, 
glorious examples of goodnefs and mercy, and, therefore, as: we have: 
powers and faculties to imitate them, that imitation sina an in+- 
difpenfible duty. 


Man; perhaps, was made an imperfect creature; that-he might= 
be a focial creature, not able to fupply his own wants,.or even re-- 
lieve his own thoughts ; he found himfelf obliged to feek a companion . 
and a friend. Ail feeling the fame wants: and weakneffes, . all re-- 
paired to. the fame center. — Hence. intercourfe, hence fociety. —- 
Hence friendfhiip-and affeGion, and hence. the chain of offices which . 
holds the world together. 


He thatJives for himfelf only, is no Dettérthan a beaft of prey—+- 
He does his utmoft. to. diffolve fociety, or. crumble. it into. fo many. 
wretched individuals.. | 

Narrow as his: own natrow Heart; béfides, is the circuit of his: 
enjoyments.— Inftead of fharing with the benevolent in every other: 
man’s profperity, every other man’s profperity: is productive of mifery 
to him.—All refle€ted pleafure is loft upon him. In every eye that™ 
is turned towards. him, on the contrary, he fees reflected his own. 
malignity. And when he retires‘into himfelf, he finds, that in fhut- 
ting his. heart againft benevolence, he has fhut out all confolation. 
Whereas he who loves his neighbour as himfelf, entertains no fuch. 
fear, incuts.no fuch danger, partakes: of no fuch curfe, but, on the 
_ €ontrary, opens his arms to the whole. aa as having been a friend 
to all, a foe to none. Frid 


a 


Most 


‘Most men:can: judge right in their own:caufe, and declare how 
others {hduld ufe:them:. it were to be wifhed then, that they would 
‘make this their rule, ‘‘ To do unto all as they themfelves' would be 
“** done by.” | 


_ An inordinate thirft after:power, and the dithoneft purfuit of riches, 
‘oftentimes abforb humanity. Ambition indeed is not only an inno- 
‘cent but, a laudable motive, when we incorporate the -happinefs of 
‘others with our own; -but when it is all out-defigning and felfith, it 
is a demon of the wortt kind, or in the language-of St. James, it is 
‘‘ earthly, fenfual, devilith,” and never makes its appearance but as the 
adverfary of mankind. Avarice, rapine and luxury ‘march in the 
fame train:: thefe difown all ties, trample on all connexions, confult 
only their own paffions and appetites ;_and when ufher’d by authority 
and armed with power, would Jicenfe no appetites or Ee but 
‘their-own. : 


‘Tue duty of univerfal love or charity appears not only from the 


-conftitution of man, from the example of Almighty God, ‘* whofe 
“¢ tender mercies are over all ‘his works,” 
fociety, but is in a peculiar manner enforced by -Chrift, who was 
‘pleafed to make it the diftinguifhing charaGer_ of believers, when he 
faid, ‘‘ by this fhall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have 
** love one to another.”.* He frequently infifts upon -Charity as one 
of the greateft duties, the ‘end and fulfilling ef the law.” “ Tho’ I 
‘beftow all.my goods to feed the poor, fays St.Paul, and tho’ d give 
Ss my berly to be burned, and have not-Charity, -it profiteth me no- 
“ thing.” 4a,Cor, xiii. 1 and.8. . ** Whether there’ ‘be prophecies, 
“«* they fhall fail; whether there ‘be ‘tongues, they thal] ceafe; whe- 
“« ther there be knowledge, it thall vanith away; but Charity never 
heaameaileth,.:? 


na 


* John xiii, 35. 


and. from ‘the nature of 4 
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Ir is this that worketh righteoufnefs and peace:among men, and 
will fit us for heavenly pleafures in a future fate, which no*one 
can truly relifh who: has been a foe to benevolence in this; he not 
being qualified for the happinefs of good men there, properly) fpeak~. 
ing, makes his own hell, and is a torment to himfelf. Then. hall’ 
*« the things of this- world be done away,” and he that’ placed his-fole - 
delight in them, muft of confequence be miferable: “Faith (Hall have. 
its end, for ‘‘ it is of things not feen,” but “ then we fhall-know even. 
“* as we alfo are known: and hope will be perfect” But love muft. 
remain, and be the practice and'delight of the faints: in heaven, as it: 
fhould be of all men upon earth’; efpecially.Chriftians, who are bound. 
to confider men, not merely as our fellow-creatures, but as brethren, 
and as members of one body united.together under Chrift our head); . 
which clofe relation is beautifully deferibed by’ St. Paulin the follow-. 
ing words: “ As we have many members in one body, and all:mem- 
“* bers have not the fame office; fo we being many, are one body in; 
“ Chrift, and every one members one of another.”--——“* Be ye there-. 
‘ fore kindly affeétioned one to another; with brotherly love,—~diftri-. 
 buting to the neceffity of faints, given to hofpitality; blefs them, 
‘ which perfecute you; blefs, and curfe-not; rejoice with them. 
‘ that do rejoice, weep with them that weep; be not overcome of. 
‘ evil, but overcome evil with: good.” * 
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Tus is true Chriftianity; and would men confider it as they. 
ought, would they confider how much humanity is enlarged, how 
much every virtue is enforced thereby, how much each doétrine tends — 
to the promotion thereof, how light and eafy is the yoke it impofes, 
infidelity would be no more, or in the vicious man only, who would 
continue’ to entertain it as a flatterer that countenanced him. in his . 
VICES, | 


* Rom. xii. 4, &c, 
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To apply then what has been faid to the prefent occafion, that we: 


may become better men and better‘chriftians always, and at this par- 


ticular time more thoroughly difpofed to lend. a compaffiorate. ear,. 


and ftretch out a helping hand to nature Herfelf, in throws and ago- 
nies importuning us for relief and confolation.— If we find ourfelves 


inwardly prompted to:the practice of univerfal charity, if the welfare: 
of fociety requires it, if chriftianity, in a particular manner, infpires: 


it — If to be on good terms with ourfelves, to avoid the reproaches of 
our own hearts, which will be heard, let us refolve to be as*deaf as 


we pleafe, to befpeak the favour of God, and the good-will of men,. 


we are to lofe no opportunity of faccouring our fellow-creatures in all 
places and at all times, according to our abilities and their diftreffes, 


how great isthe duty, how prefling the obligation of contributing 


to the relief of the deftitute married woman in the hour of her cala- 
mity, and to the prefervation of her innocent, helplefs offspring ?. 


THE married woman, at fuch a‘crifis, and in fuch circumftances, . 


was hardly ever before fo meritorious an object. of compaffion and 


affiftance.— Every fuch mother is. now a friend to the community,. 


every child an acquifition.— Marriage itfelf is become a ftate of. dif- 
couragement.—Even the: poor fly from it, becdufe of the difficulties it 


- expofes them to.—And inducements.are wanting among them almoft. 


to continue. the fucceffion of mankind.—On the other hand, war 


confumes us; and if it were poffible, according to the wafte fhould 


be the growth,. 


In aid therefore of the motives already affigned, even policy itfelf 


might be urged,—If any fupplemental confideration could be neceflary. 
to an affiembly like this, by their own benevolent inclinations brought: 


together—their own reflections will be worth a thoufand arguments. 


- ==Fear, danger, expence, mifery, are. dreadful vifitors.——’Thefe fur-- 
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fufferings. 


Lom J 
‘round. the bed of the poor when labour comes: on and enly ‘the 
hand of God can deliver from. all. | 


Tue poor, fuch as are comparatively fo, I mean, are, and mutt of 
‘neceflity be, .a large: majority, not only in ours but every other fociety. 


Bur the good providence of God has fo framed the mind, and has 
adminiftered fuch a variety of palliatives, that this comparative degree, 
-poverty, dees not imply mifery. 


‘On the contrary, if we ‘were to look for comparative happinefs, 
‘there being no other in this tranfitory life, we fhould probably find at 
‘{cattered .moft liberally among thofe whom the proud call the poor. 


Nor all the poor therefore come within the pale of this:charity— 
“The obje& would be immenfurable; the care fuperfluous —.but fuch 
-only as unhappy fituations or unavoidable calamities have deprived of 
the means of helping themfelves; fuch as, till this excellent expe- 
‘dient for their relief was thought of and put in execution, have been 
‘overtaken by their pains in the ftreets, and who have difgraced not 
‘only this country of ours, buteven humanity itfelf, by their unpitied 


‘TuaT our hearts therefore ‘can never be with ‘more propriety fof- 
tened than for fuch wretches as thefe, or our liberality more unex- 
-ceptionably beftowed than in furnifhing them with this ‘occafional 


-fuccour, need not ‘be infifted upon any farther. 


If, therefore, the manner of diftributing y ‘our bounties is fuitable to the 


5 spurpofe ; if care is taken to extend your favours to none but the mi- 
| derable ; if preference is fhewn to none but fuch as are moft emphati+ 
oY fo; if they are received and treated with gentlenefs ah gendnel 
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if thofe who officiate do it not only with {kill but alacrity; if proper’ 
food and medicine are duly and feafonably adminiftered; if no reli-- 
gious or moral ‘duty is-neglected, and ‘every care of every kind is taken: 
both to preferve the child: and re-eftablith the mother, our faba 
may be. indulged without any reproach to our diferetion. 


By contribution, voluntary contribution, . all is done :: eftablifhments: 
are out of fight.. Charity is-the fole foundation of the building ;.and: 
if that fhould fail, even the very hope of. the. poor would fail with it.. 


Bur. we profefs ourfelves to. be Ghriftians,.and while. chriftianity: 
remains, charity cannot fail.. 


«¢ What ye have done unto one-of the. leaft of thefe my brethren,, 
«< ye have done jit unto me,” is one of. the.divine fayings of: Chrift- 
himfelf.* 


Can a Chriftian then-refufe a boon thus pathetically required i the: 
Lord who. bought him? Can thofe who. are. required. to love,.. forbear 
to pity and relieve one another? : 


Aux are brethren, though all are not alike furnifhed with the- 
goods of this world; and. the higheft prerogative of the rich, is that: 
of the will and power they.are intrufted with, of correéting the errors’ 
of fortune, and adminiftring balm to the wounds of adverfity. . 


AccorDING..to. our opulence fhould be our charity. 


Ler thofe, therefore, who have to: {pare, {pare from their vanitiess 


| and amufements here, to lay up treafure.in. heaven... 


%=Matt, xxv. 405. 
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To thofe who have accuftomed themfelves to’atts of humanity 
ana generofity, this leffon will not be a hard one.—The foft heart is 
apt to melt, the tender.eye to flow, the liberal hand to communicate. 


-—Benevolence is the bloffom, beneficence is the FORT BY: your fruit 


ye fhall be known to be the difciples of Chri. 


a Awnp could thofe who are made of more ftubborn materials, or who 
s by a habit of felfifhnefs have laboured to fortify their hearts againft 
| all:the approaches of compatlion, be prevailed upon to try what the 
luxury of goodnefs is, they would have reafon to be angry with them- 
felves for having fo long withf{tood their own happinefs. 


Tue great reward of Chriftians, it is true, is not immediate; the 
kingdom of their mafter is in heaven, and the never-fading crowns of 
glory they are to wear cannot be given them till they are immortal ; 
but there is a lefs reward in the gift of confcience, which is inftantly 
beftowed upon every man that is merciful and good.—Even our pre- 
fent happinefs depends much upon our gratifying the more public, 
generous and focial qualities of the heart: and he who has denied 
himfelf thefe benevolent gratifications, is almoft as great an enemy to 
himfelf as he is to mankind. He is entitled to no pity from others, 
and will find no refources within himfelf to bear up againft the 
frowns of fortune, and the fcorn of men; he will receive no comfort 
_ from others, have no peace within ; for where there is no pity, there 
is no patience. Nor js this all; for he who is rich in this world’s 
' goods, but poor in good works, is the man who was found at the 

_ marriage of the King’s Son without a wedding garment.* Let us 
‘| above all other things take care to be clad with Charity +; for of thefe 
| three, Faith, Hope and Charity, the greateft is Charity t. In this 


% Matt. xxii. ra. 
+ Col. ili, 14. 
$ 1 Cor, xili, 13. 
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f world: it will procure us what is moft valuable in it, the praife of 

good men; and when we die, our works are faid, in {cripture phrafe, 

to follow us, || to bear good teftimony in our favour, and to be our 

befl friends in that {tate where every act of mercy makes a place. 

This is the true ufe, the proper friendfhip of mammon or riches. 


Tue fureft. way to obtain a bleffing on ourfelves, will be to confer 
a blefling upon .others.—~ If we. are infirm. ourfelves, we cannot but 
pity the infirmities of others; and if we donot alfo endeavour to re- 
lieve them, what. right. have we to expect mercy: from God, who 
have refufed it to a fellow-creature in diftrefs? If, on the other hand, 
all is fun-fhine and fummer to us now, the winter .of life will come, 
when the flowers of the {pring will fade, when thefe gay fcenes {hall 
pafs away like a tale that is told, or a fhort-liv’d vifion, when, to ufe 
an eaftern proverb, the remembrance of youth fhall bea figh, and 
confcience call upon us, in the hours of retirement, to examine our 
paft conduét.—-Then it will appear of what ineftimable value is the 
good we have done to others. 


PERFECTION is not of human attainment; we have all our faults 
and foibles; in many things, fays St. James, we all offend, and, — 
therefore, fhould do our beft to attone for thofe offences by atts of | 
mercy and benevolence. As weak and imperfect beings we are fure 
to offend, and if we will not do good, what flattering hopes can we 
‘entertain of forgivenefs? Though man is no longer innocent, he 
-may however be beneficent ; and beneficence is better than innocence; 
for he that does good deferves to be efteemed above him who only 
‘does no harm. Let us, therefore, lofe no:opportunity of doing good 
to others, not only for their fakes but for our own, and, particularly 
‘not the prefent, for of delay there is‘no end-; “and ye know not what 

4} Revel. xiv. 13. 
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our. your Lord doth’ come. Be ye. ready,” FP in iidekat 
© you think not, the fon of man cometh. Who- then is a faith : 
© wife fervant; whom his’ Lord hath made ruler over his hotlchotd 1% 
ace) give them meat in due feafon? Bleffed mist fervant, whom 
~* his Lord, when he cometh, ‘fhall find fo doing *.” “Let us” ‘nore ie 
this bleffing to ourfelves,” ‘promifed to all who fhall watch the op- 4 
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